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If youâ€™ve ever wondered what goes on in bird nests, or what happens after a fledgling leaves the

nest, come along on Julieâ€™s sensitive exploration of often-uncharted ornithological ground. This

beautiful book is as much an art book as it is a natural history, something readers have come to

expect from Julie Zickefoose. More than 400 watercolor paintings show the breathtakingly swift

development of seventeen different species of wild birds. Sixteen of those species nest on

Julie&#39;s wildlife sanctuary, so she knows the birds intimately, and writes about them with

authority.Â To create the bulk of this extraordinary work, Julie would borrow a wild nestling, draw it,

then return it to its nest every day until it fledged. Some were orphans she raised by hand, giving the

ultimate insiderâ€™s glimpse into their lives. In sparkling prose, Julie shares a lifetime of insight

about bird breeding biology, growth, and cognition.Â Â Â As an artist and wildlife rehabilitator, Julie

possesses a unique skill set that includes sketching and painting rapidly from life as well as

handling delicate hatchlings. She is uniquely positioned to create such an opus, and in fact, nothing

like it has ever been attempted. Julie has many fans, and she will gain many more with this

unparalleled work.
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Ruby-throated Hummingbird   She sits tight through windstorms and seemingly endless rain.      

Ruby-throated Hummingbird   Day 1. July 4 &#039;08 Egg #1 hatches. The nestling very pink with

golden floss still pasted down. Eggshell is in fragments on nest floor. Membrane is to left of



hatchling. N later finds it on the lawn.       Ruby-throated Hummingbird   July 11 &#039;08   Day 8

Pinfeathers erupt on spinal tract. Eyes slit open. They&#039;re beginning to see something. Gape

bright yellow-orange. Here&#039;s the view a mother hummingbird gets.       Tufted Titmouse  

Literature states that Tufted titmice self-feed entirely by day 42. This bird has to be close to that age,

but still showing colorful gpe and victal flanges. And still Begging!
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